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SUBJECT: EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
REF: (A) TUNIS 898, (B) EC BRUSSELS 1435 

1 . THE HEAD OF THE IRISH DELEGATION TO THE TUNIS 
MEETING, STATE SECRETARY ROBERT MCDONAGH, HAS DESCRIBED 
THE MEETING AS "REASONABLE" AND "MODERATE ", HE SAID 
THAT ALTHOUGH THERE WERE A FEW "DRAMATIC" MOMENTS, 

IN GENERAL IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE ARABS HAD REIGNED 
IN THEIR MOR RADICAL ELEMENTS AND DID NOT MAKE GREAT 
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EFFORTS TO MOVE THE EUROPEANS INTO "MORE ADVANCED" 

POLITICAL POSITIONS. HE THOUGHT THAT THE FINAL 
COMMUNIQUE, THOUGH THE SUBJECT OF MUCH NEGOTIATION, 

INCLUDING ONE ALL NIGHT SESSION. REPRESENTED MODERATION 
AND COMPROMISE ON THE PART OF THE ARABS. 

2. MCDONAGH TOLD EMBOFFS THAT THE PRINCIPAL "DRAMATIC" 
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MOMENT WAS THE OPENING SESSION, WHEN KHELIL MADE SOME 
STIFF ACCUSATIONS. IN REPLY FOR THE COMMUNITY FARBER 
FELT OBLIGED TO ADD A COUPLE OF SENTENCES AFTER GIVING 
HIS PREPARED TEXT (DESCRIBED IN REFTEL). THIS CAUSED 
QUITE A FLURRY AMONG THE ARABS AND RESULTED IN A SIX-HOUR 
ARAB CAUCUS TO DISCUSS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TWO 
SENTENCES. 

3. MCDONAGH NOTED THAT IN A NUMBER OF INSTANCES THE ARAB 
DRAFT COMMUNIQUE WAS MORE MODERATE THAN THE EUROPEAN DRAFT. 
EXAMPLE: THE ARABS DRAFT ADDED "SINCE 1967" TO THE FIRST 
SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH NINE (REFTEL B). HE NOTED SOME DISSENSION 
IN THE ARAB RANKS, WITH THE IRAQIS BEING THE CHIEF TROUBLE- 
MAKERS. THE PLO REPRESENTATIVE ("WHO, OF COURSE, WE DID NOT 
RECOGNIZE AS SUCH"), DAJONI, TURNED OUT TO BE NOT ONLY A STRONG 

MAN AT THE CONFERENCE BUT A MOST MODERATE, REASONABLE AND FRIENDLY 
MAN. MCDONAGH SAID THAT AN ARAB FRIEND TOLD HIM THAT 
DAJONI WAS FROM THE PLO "THINK TANK, WHATEVER THAT IS". 

4. ON THE ECONOMIC SIDE MCDONAGH'S ASSISTANT PADRAIG 
MURPHY, WHO ALSO ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE, WAS SKEPTICAL 
ABOUT ANY REAL PROGRESS. THE MAIN POINT WAS THE FIFTEEN 
MILLION DOLLARS PLEDGED BY THE SAUDIS FOR RESEARCH ON 
PROJECTS. THE EC HAS MORE OR LESS DECIDED ON A COUNTER- 
PART CONTRIBUTION OF ABOUT 1TEN MILLION DOLLARS, BUT THIS 
EFFORT WILL MOVE SLOWLY. MURPHY DID NOT EXPECT THE JUBA RIVER 
PROJECT TO GET OFF THE GROUND BEFORE THE NEXT GENERAL 
COMMITTEE MEETING, TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR BRUSSELS 

IN STPTEMBER. 
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5. WE HAD A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE FUTURE OF THE 
DIALOGUE. MCDONAGH NOTED THAT THERE ARE DIFFERENCES 
OF OPINION IN THE EC ABOUT THE WHOLE AFFAIR, WITH THE IRISH 
BEING IN THE "MORE FLEXIBLE"CAMP. HE SAID, HOWEVER, 

WITHOUT NAMING COUNTRIES, THAT THERE WAS SUFFICIENT 
"CONSERVATIVE" SENTIMENT TO PREVENT THE EC FROM DOING 
ANYTHING RASH, AND THE US AND ISRAELIS NEED NOT WORRY. 

"THE DIALOGUE SHOULD NOT COMPLICATE ANY US INITIATIVES," HE 
ADDED, 1977 WILL BE A "SLOW" YEAR, ESPECIALLY AS THE ALGERIANS, 
IN THE PRESIDENCY, ARE LUKEWARM. MCDONAGH SAID THERE 
WOULD BE A GOOD POSSIBILITY OF A DIALOGUE MINISTERIAL 
MEETING IN 1978 IF THE SAUDIS, THEN IN THE PRESIDENCY, 

PUSH THE ISSUE ("WHO CAN SAY NO TO SAUDI ARABIA?"). CURLEY 
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